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Casper’s Council of People with Disabilities 
MINUTES from Meeting Held on Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 11:30 AM 

Participation via Microsoft Teams Online  
 
Attendees:  Voting Members: Austin Berlin, Chairperson; Nikki Green, Vice-Chairperson; Renate Pullen, 
Secretary; Zulima Lopez, Treasurer; Maureen Barnes, Ardell Breed, Linda Jones, Steven McNichols, Michelle 
Onstott, John Wall, Bonnie Wilson 
 
Liaisons, Alternates & Guests: Ray Pacheco, City Council Liaison  
 

1. Roll Call  
 

2. Minutes from December 17, 2020 Meeting – Nikki made a motion to approve the minutes, and Zulima 
seconded the motion.  The CCPD members approved the minutes from the previous meeting. 
 

3. City Council Representative to address any City of Casper business that may affect or be of interest to 
the CCPD:  Ray Pacheco introduced himself and explained his role as our City Council Liaison.  At the 
last City Council meeting Masha had come to the meeting to discuss the snow on sidewalks and 
concerns for individuals with disabilities during the winter months, and the council will be considering 
these concerns.  Councilman Pacheco attended his first CATC meeting as their City Council Liaison as 
well.  He will have more information as he continues on these committees.  Renate will email an 
updated roster to the CCPD members with these minutes to include Councilman Pacheco’s email 
address. 
 

4. Question & Answer (Q & A) with the City Council Representative:  Nothing to report. 
 

5. Old Business:  
- Discuss updates from Committees since the previous CCPD meeting to address established 

priorities as listed below: 
o QOL Committee – Zulima Lopez, Chairperson  

o Public transportation priorities & projects – Masha and Zulima attended the City Council 
Meeting in January to provide an update on the transportation priorities and projects.  
They discussed the results of the transportation survey and the key take-aways from the 
survey and priority items to address in 2021.  Project 1 was updated and establishes the 
CCPD’s partnership with MPO and the continued partnership and attendance at their 
stakeholder meetings as well as providing them feedback.  Zulima will send an updated 
priority and project sheet to the CCPD members.  They also discussed snowy and icy 
sidewalks with the City Council and the difficulty that presents for everyone, especially 
individuals with disabilities.  The City Council is looking at a City team to assist us with 
this initiative. 

o Public Relations (PR) Committee – John Wall, Chairperson 
o John provided an update for the PR Sub-Committee.  He has reached out to about 5 

businesses regarding snow removal.  They are willing to step up when snow arrives.  
Casper could see significant snow in another week or so. 
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o Events Committee – Nikki Green, Chairperson 
o Nikki presented an event proposal celebrating Disability Awareness Month in March, 

2021.  The Events sub-committee members met, and came up with a social media 
focused event with the theme, “Music Unites Casper.”  The event would focus on a 
different area of music each week to highlight.  One week would be music therapy, and 
social media posts related back to the weekly topic would be scheduled for the entire 
week.  Friday’s would include a Facebook live event that the community could login to 
and join.  Week 2 could focus on Alzheimer’s, Dementia and memory loss, and focus on 
music therapy and its benefits.  The sub-committee has reached out to memory care 
units to do the Facebook Live event on that Friday.  There is a movie called “Music” and 
it’s to be released in February, and it focuses on a woman with autism.  Singer Sia 
directed the movie.  The CCPD would encourage watch parties at home as it will be 
available on streaming devices.  Nikki reached out to Sia directly and the marketing 
company for the film to develop a  Q & A to go along with the watch party.  The 4th 
week would focus on famous people with disabilities within the music industry and 
musicians.  Renate gathered information on some musicians including Beethoven, Ray 
Charles, Bill Withers, Rick Allen of Def Leppard, Tony Iommi of Black Sabbath and Paul 
Stanley, co-founder of the band KISS.  The proposal would be on the last Friday, March 
26th to gather Casper artists, musicians and song writers to have the Facebook Live 
event to stream a concert.  Chad Lore is willing to host it or play as needed. Nikki was 
asking about the Ford Wyoming Center to possibly have the Facebook Live event.  
Councilman Pacheco and Zulima were brainstorming some other ideas for locations in 
the community such as the Fort Caspar Museum.  Nikki would be willing to be a 
temporary administrator for the CCPD Facebook page to manage the posts and 
responses for this event.   John made a motion to move forward with this event in 
March, and Maureen seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by the CCPD.   

o Fundraising Committee – Linda Jones, Chairperson 
o  Calendar Fundraising Project Update – Linda provided an update on the project. John 

reported that 4-H and Boy Scouts of America would help in selling the calendars.  The 
updated calendar collage was presented with screen sharing for review by the CCPD.  
Zulima stated that we could recreate some of the photos that we were not able to get 
formal permission to use.  The calendars should be ready by mid-February.  100 
calendars will be printed by Mountain States Lithographing.  The CCPD will advertise the 
sale of the calendars on the CCPD Facebook page when they’re ready.  The fundraising 
sub-committee needs to discuss how to further sell the calendars.  Zulima will set up a 
separate sub-committee meeting to discuss further details on the sale of the calendars. 
 

6. New Business:  
o Financial Report – Presented by the Treasurer – The Financial Report is unchanged.  There has been 

no additional revenue received or expenses incurred.   
o ** This information was provided after the meeting:  The quote from Mountain States 

Lithographing is $134.80 for 100 13”x19” calendar backs with full color photo collage.  It will be an 
additional $27.70 to have Mountain States assemble the 100 calendars for us. Total estimated cost 
is $162.50 for the 100 calendars. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 PM.  The next scheduled meeting will be held online through Microsoft 
Teams and is scheduled on February 25, 2021 at 11:30 AM.     Minutes taken by:  Renate Pullen, Secretary 


